
 

 
St. Matthews, 

Kentucky Area 
History 

 
Jefferson County Education Reports 

Handbook For Resource Unit 
Public Education And Your Jefferson County Schools 

Historical Background 
Fifth Annual Statistical Report, 1965 
Annual Statistical Report, 1968-1969 

 
 

This is one of many sections that contain information, photos, newspaper articles, internet items, etc. 
of the St. Matthews area.  Many of the items came from Al Ring’s personal collections but many peo-
ple have helped and I have tried to give credit where I can.  
 

The purpose of this “collection” was to create the history of St. Matthews, Kentucky.  Being retired I 
now have time to do many of the things I have always wanted, this project is just one of them.  
  
All graphics have been improved to make the resolution as good as possible, but the reader should 
remember that many came from copies of old newspaper articles and photos.   Credit to the source of 
the photos, etc. is provided whenever it was available.  We realize that many items are not identified 
and regret that we weren’t able to provide this information.  As far as the newspaper articles that are 
not identified, 99% of them would have to be from one of three possible sources.  The Courier-
Journal, The Louisville Times or one of the Voice publications.  Books that we have used for some 
information include, Randy, Cactus, Uncle, Ed and the Golden age of Louisville Television, Wag-
gener High School Alumni Directory 1996, Waggener Traditional High School Alumni Directory 
2007, Memories of Fontaine Ferry Park, St. Matthews The Crossroads of Beargrass by Samuel W. 
Thomas, St. Matthews, 25 Years a City Two Centuries a Community, St. Matthews 1960-1995, Wag-
gener Lair’s 1958 to 1962, The Holy Warrior, Muhammad Ali, Louisville’s Own (An Illustrated En-
cyclopedia Of Louisville Area Recorded Pop Music From 1953 to 1983).  
 
 
Please use this information as a reference tool only.  If the reader uses any of the information for any 
purpose other than a reference tool, they should get permission from the source.   
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This is one of many sections that contain information, photos, newspaper articles, internet items, etc. 
of the St. Matthews area and especially of Waggener High School.  Many of the items came from Al 
Ring’s personal collections but many people have helped and I have tried to give credit where I can.  
 

The purpose of this “collection” was to create the history of Waggener and the students and teachers 
who were there during my time.  Being retired I now have time to do many of the things I have al-
ways wanted, this project is just one of them.  The collection is continuing today, so if you should 
have old or new information on the St. Matthews area from 1950 to 1962 or Waggener High, please 
contact Al Ring. 
 

All graphics have been improved to make the resolution as good as possible, but the reader should 
remember that many came from copies of old newspaper articles and photos.   Credit to the source of 
the photos, etc. is provided whenever it was available.  We realize that many items are not identified 
and regret that we weren’t able to provide this information.  As far as the newspaper articles that are 
not identified, 99% of them would have to be from one of three possible sources.  The Courier-
Journal, The Louisville Times or one of the Voice publications.  Books that we have used for some 
information include, Randy, Cactus, Uncle, Ed and the Golden age of Louisville Television, Wag-
gener High School Alumni Directory 1996, Waggener Traditional High School Alumni Directory 
2007, Memories of Fontaine Ferry Park, St. Matthews The Crossroads of Beargrass by Samuel W. 
Thomas, St. Matthews, 25 Years a City Two Centuries a Community, St. Matthews 1960-1995, Wag-
gener Lair’s 1958 to 1962, The Holy Warrior, Muhammad Ali, Louisville’s Own (An Illustrated En-
cyclopedia Of Louisville Area Recorded Pop Music From 1953 to 1983).  
 
 
 

Special thanks to Waggener High library. 

 

 



 

 
 

Explanation of the following pages, (Please Read) 
 
The first part of this section is a copy of the Handbook For Re-
source Unit Public Education And Your Jefferson County Schools 
Historical Background.  The booklet is undated. However I believe 
it would have been printed around 1960. It contains historical infor-
mation on the school system. 
 
The second part of this section is a copy of Jefferson County 
Schools, Fifth Annual Statistical Report, Office Of The Superinten-
dent, Louisville, Kentucky, January 1965.  
 
The third part of this section is a copy of Annual Statistical Report 
1968-1969, Jefferson County Schools. 
 
 

 



Background Information for Problem III 
 

In 1776 the legislature of Virginia divided her territory west of the mountains into three counties: Ken-
tucky, Montgomery, and Washington.  In 1780 Kentucky County was divided into three counties: Jef-
ferson, Fayette, and Lincoln. The original Jefferson County was further divided into several counties 
before its present boundaries were established. 
 

In these early years Kentucky had no system of public education; the schools, private and denomina-
tional, were scattered in forts and villages.  Later, “field schools" served many small communities. 
The need For a system of common schools had not yet manifested itself, and it was not until 1838 that 
the legislature established a system of common schools. This legislative act marked the real beginning 
of organized state support for a system of common schools in Kentucky.  This support was not without 
opposition; the principle of public education was by no means firmly established. The action of the 
legislators was met, in some quarters, by apathy and resistance. Never-the-less, the idea of public edu-
cation had taken root. In the following years impetus was given to the growth of a public school sys-
tem. 
 

In 1838, the first State Board of Education was established; it consisted of the superintendent of public 
instruction, the attorney general, and the secretary of state. The first superintendent of instruction was 
Joseph J. Bullock of Louisville. 
 

The creation of a board of education and the establishment of the office of superintendent at the state 
level provided an organizational framework that was later to be patterned by many local educational 
units; however, it was not until 1884 that Jefferson County elected its first superintendent. Even before 
this date the growth of education which increased the required number of schools scattered throughout 
the county created a need for an administrative official. This need was met by a School Commissioner. 
He was appointed by the magistrates who were the elected officials in the various districts of Jefferson 
County. The magistrates together with the County Judge and the County Attorney made up the 
governing body of the county. 
 

Three such commissioners, each serving two year terms, preceded Mr. L. J. Stivers, who became the 
first superintendent of the Jefferson County Schools. The change of office from commissioner to super-
intendent was accompanied by a change in the method of filling that office. The method of appoint-
ment by magistrates proved unsatisfactory and was changed in an effort to make the office more direct-
ly responsible to the people. For some 37 years the candidates for office of superintendent were re-
quired to run on a political ticket in the November election. 
 

By winning the election in 1884, Mr. L. J. Stivers became the first superintendent and served in that 
capacity from 1884 until 1894. He was followed by Alfred Herr Hite, 1894-1898, who was in turn suc-
ceeded by Mrs. Rosa A. Stonestreet, 1898-1910. 
 

In 1910, Mr. Orville J. Stivers, son of the first superintendent, began his forty years tenure as Superin-
tendent of the Jefferson County Schools. It was during Mr. Orville J. Stivers regime that the method of 
selecting a superintendent was again changed by the state legislature. It reverted to appointment, by the 
members of the Board of Education--the method used today. However, the Board of Education at this 
time was not the recognizable body as we know it; therefore, it is necessary to describe the educational 
organization of Jefferson County, giving special reference to its physical divisions. 
 

In 1908, Jefferson County was divided into eight districts or educational divisions. Each of these di-
vis ions  was divided into sub-districts.  In determining sub-district lines an attempt was made to in-
clude an equal number of schools and pupils. However, this goal was difficult to achieve because of 
population patterns, and therefore, the number of schools in the sub-districts varied. 
 

Each school was represented by a trustee whose duties included recommending the teacher and helping 
with the care and maintenance of the school building.  Also, the trustees within each of the divisions 
elected a chairman who served as a representative on the Jefferson County board of Education. The 
superintendent, an ax-office member, brought the number on the board to nine. Today, the number of 
board members has been reduced to five. The process which the eight became members of the Board 
of Education, i.e., each having been selected by the trustees within his district, differs from our present 
method of electing one board member of the five political districts. 
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EARLY SCHOOLS IN JEFFERSON COUNTY 
 

(The information For this section, principally materials collected from professional papers and local 
community histories, though incomplete, has historic significance. Many others can make invaluable 
contributions.  The purpose for this report is to supply background information for teachers and pupils.) 
 

The early settlers brought to their new surroundings in Jefferson County a heritage from the past. They 
brought with them the idea that has persisted since the beginnings of our nation's history, that educa-
tion improves the lot of free man. This idea, transplanted again and again across the stretches of our 
country, took root in this area. 
 

Early education in the county was primarily a private function. Early schooling was done by the fami-
ly. The "family schools” opened their doors to neighboring children. The idea of community schools 
evolved From this simple beginning. These early schools were forerunners of the public elementary 
schools that became scattered throughout the county. 
 

In 1792, Kentucky became a state and set up its constitution. The constitution made no mention of 
public schools. In this same year a Professor Jones started the first school known to have been held in 
the Fern Creek area. The building was made of logs. The stove, made of tin plate, would take logs three 
feet long. School started at 7 a.m. and remained in session until late in the evening. The books used 
were Ford's Spelling, Brigg's Arithmetic, and Kirkman's Grammar. Great strictness was employed in 
this school. If a student could not learn his lessons with close application, he would get strapped on the 
back, the teacher's philosophy being that this would open his mind to better thinking. However, this 
plan backfired in many cases, because many of the younger children feared to go to school, knowing 
that if they could not understand their lessons they would “get licks.” 
 

“An early school near Jeffersontown was mentioned as having a boarding home attached. East Cedar 
Hill Institute, two miles east of Fisherville was founded in 1809 by Mrs. Cleo F. Coon, 'a highly edu-
cated lady, and of marked refinement and culture.' She was a relative of George Rogers Clark.”2 
 

One of the early schools in the Valley Station area,  started by Joseph O. Smith for 
the purpose of educating his own family,  was held in a “slave or tenant house" on his 
estate.  This family school eventually became a school for neighboring families as well. 
 

Other schools established for a similar reason were the River Road School, the Green-
wood School, started by Jack Waller, and the Mount Adams School, located on the south side of Pages 
Lane across from the Waverly Hills Sanitorium, had the services of a young teacher, Miss 
Lizzie Lee Harris, who had recently moved to Louisville from Nashville.4 

 

The old Kerrick School ,  destroyed by the cyclone of  1924,  s tood at  the corner of 
Lower Hunters Trace Road and Dixie Highway. 
 

Valley Elementary School started as a one-room school sometime before 1893; had two 
school  s es s ions  in  1895.  The  f i r s t  s ess ion  l as t i ng  about  five months was paid for 
by the county; the second session lasting three months was paid for by parents.5 This 
practice of extending the school term paid by subscription was a common one around the turn 
of the century. 
 

The f i rs t  school  in  the  Medora  area  began sometime in  the  80 's  in  Br i er  Creek  
Communi t y.  Pr io r  t o  th i s  t ime,  the  bu i ld ing in  which  school  was held had been 
used as a blacksmith shop, a Sunday School, and a church. Later ,  when the school  was 
moved to Orel l ,  jus t  off  Dix ie Highway,  the two -story framed building housed a Ma-
sonic Lodge on the second floor and the school on the f i r s t .  “Professor John Goss. .  
w h o s e  ce r t i f i c a t e  w as  i s s u ed  i n  1883, was one of the teachers."6 
 

Valley Station Area:  An additional one-room school was located on Cane Run Road near Blevins 
Gap. About 1913, these two schools were consolidated and a new two-room building was erected on 
Pendleton Road near Meadow Lawn.' The new school was named Medora after the Medora Station on 
the LH & St. L. Railroad, "which in turn had been named for Medora Miller, daughter of the Mr.  
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Miller who had dug the drainage ditch."7 

 

St. Matthews Area: The first school in the St. Matthews area was a small one-room private school 
located on Brown's Lane just opposite the family home of Philip Brown. This opened in 1877 with 
Miss Emma Russell as teacher and Mr. Lewis Lentz as the first trustee. Although the school census 
showed 115 children between the ages of six and twenty in the area, the school enrollment was only 
seven, and the average attendance was six. Each pupil paid tuition of $4.94 per month for a school 
term of five months, making $24.70 per year for each child, or a total of $172.90. This amount was 
paid to the teacher in two installments. 
 

The second school was located off Breckinridge Lane near the Holzhmeimer home. The third was on 
St. Matthews Avenue . . . It was at this location, in 1884, that Miss Tommie Greathouse was ap-
pointed teacher at a salary of $210.33 for the five month term. This third building was valued at 
$600.00 and the furniture at $55.00.  It was still a one-room school and remained so until 1903, with 
Miss Tommie as the only teacher. She remained as principal fifteen years longer. 
 

In 1888, the school was moved to the triangle formed by Lexington Road and Frankfort Avenue.  In 
1893, the enrollment was thirty-two, while the census showed 154 children between the ages of six and 
twenty. In September 1902, the school term was lengthened to six months, and Miss Greathouse re-
ceived a salary of $85.88 per month. in 1903, another room was added and an assistant teacher was 
employed. In 1905, the term was further lengthened to eight months; the present nine-month term dates 
back to 1909.  The frame structure at the Triangle was used for twenty-seven years until 1915.”8 
 

Okolona Area:  “Okolona’s first seat of learning was a one-room school built in 1893 next to the 
Meadow Home Baptist Church.”9   In the school year 1909-1910, the school was in session for nine 
months; the teacher, Mrs. Rudy Jennings received a salary of $42.30 per month. 
 

In 1915 the school became a two-room building requiring an additional teacher. The principal's salary 
was $65 per month and the assistant's salary was $40 per month. Salaries increased to $80 and 
$65 respectively in 1919. 10    

 

“… Jefferson County for a long period of time was practically an elementary rural system. There 
were repeated attempts on the part of the communities to establish, high schools. Two-year 
schools were established where local community committees petitioned, provided the committee as-
sured the Board of Education of a certain monthly attendance. Three such schools were established as 
early as 1916 and 1917  in Middletown, Lovvorn, and Worthington. They struggled a year or two 
and then closed.”11 
 

Worthington High School:   “During the school year 1920-21 a school music program became a part 
High School of the curriculum in Worthington School, a three-teacher school in Jefferson County, situ-
ated on the Brownsboro Road, twelve miles east of Louisville...Worthington School, a combination 
structure of frame and stone was a community center in the midst of a vast area of rich farm land. The 
community had financed the building of the auditorium on the second floor at the time the Board of 
Education built the school.  It was in this auditorium the people of the widely scattered community met 
for social gatherings, school functions, and many times, church services.”12 

 

In the 1920's the need for additional high schools was evident. To meet the demand of the growing pu-
pil population several communities asked that a high school be established in their area. 
 

Fern Creek High School:  in 1923, Fern Creek High School was built as a two-year school, and in 
1925 it became a four-year high school--the first public four-year high school established in Jefferson 
County, outside the city of Louisville. 
 

Eventually, the elementary and high schools were consolidated.  In 1941 a new high school was built; 
the old building was used for the elementary grades. 
 

Medora High school: A year after Fern Creek High School was built, another high school, named 
Medora, came into existence in 1924. Earlier, Medora had been an elementary school. Located in the 
extreme southern part of Jefferson County near Dixie Highway, Medora took care of a large area that 
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had been without the services of a high school.  In the beginning Medora, like Fern Creek, was a two-
year high school--students wishing to complete high school continued their schooling in Louisville. 
 

In 1936, Medora's existence as a high school ended; pupils who would have attended this school began 
to attend the Jefferson County High School at Valley Station. 
 

Jeffersontown High School:  “Jeffersontown High School, which began in 1925, became a four-year 
high school graduating eight pupils in 1929. The school grew steadily with new additions being added 
to the school every few years until, in 1949, it consisted of thirty-one classrooms. The high school 
which was consolidated with the elementary school used fifteen of these classrooms and the elemen-
tary used the remaining sixteen.  In 1949, Jefferson town High School had an enrollment of 221 stu-
dents, placing it third in enrollment of the four upper grades, compared with other high schools in Jef-
ferson County. At this time Valley had 65 students, Okolona, +50, Jeffersontown, 221, Fairdale, 208, 
and Fern Creek, 182.”13 
 

Okolona High School:  Okolona High School began in 1917. The motion, creating this school, passed 
by the Jefferson County Board of Education stipulated, “that a two-year high school be established at 
Okolona, district No. 24, provided 25 pupils (Freshmen) be enrolled for the first year, and that a porta-
ble two-room school building be purchased and put up on the school lot in said sub district.”14 In the 
following year a request was made for a four-year high school. A committee set up at the request of the 
Board of Education reported that 28 pupils would attend, in 1930 three students were graduated in the 
first commencement. 
 

In 1928 Mr. T. T. Knight (now principal of Southern High School) became principal. The school, un-
der his leadership, outgrew the portable structure and it became necessary to build a permanent build-
ing. A four-room structure was built next to the grade school. A gymnasium was built at the same time. 
Okolona's first basketball team in 1928 played on an outdoor court behind the school; a football team 
was organized in 1931, and an orchestra in 1938. 
 

The High School's first library, started by Mr. Knight in 1929, was handled by Miss Edith Wood who 
had joined the staff the year before. Later, in 1940, she directed the senior play, "The Little Shepard of 
Kingdom Come", which was written up in the Courier-Journal and Life Magazine.15 
 

In 1951,  Okoloria High School held its last graduation.  It merged with Fairdale High School to form 
the new Southern High School. 
 

For more recent information concerning the schools refer to Your Jefferson County Schools, particu-
larly, Vol. 3, No. 5, January, 1960 and the map of Jefferson County. 
 

A very fine account of early schools in the Middletown area can he found in the book, Middletown's 
Days and Deeds by Edith Wood. 
 

FOOTNOTES 
 
1.  Dawson, The Inter-relation of School and Community as Seen in the Fern Creek High School 
  District. 
2.  Gamble, The Inter-relation  of School and Community as Seen in the Jeffersontown High School 
  District. 
3. 4. 5.  Stapp, The Early History of Valley Station, Kentucky. 
6. 7.  Pendleton, The interrelation of School and Community as Seen in Medora School District. 
8.  Draut, The History and Development of the Mayme S. Waggener Junior High School and  
  Jefferson County Schools within the St. Matthews Area. 
9.  10, Okolona Woman’s Club,   History of the Okolona Area 
11,  12,  13,  14,  15,  Kammerer ,  A History of  the Development of the Music Education  
  Program in the Jefferson County Schools. 
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APPENDAGE 
 

(Facts, Statistics, Information) 
 

Population-Jefferson County 
 

In a 90-year span, 1790-1880, the population in Jefferson County increased from 4,765 to 146,010. Of 
this number 123,753 lived in Louisville with the remainder (22,252) residing in the outlying dis-
tricts of the county (Perrin and Kniffin, Kentucky: A History of the State) U. of L. Library 
 

Population Chart of Jefferson County 
 
  1790———— -4,765   1850———— -59,831  
  1800———— -8,754   1860———— -89,404  
  1830————22,978   1870———  —118,953  
  1840————36,842   1880————  146 ,010  
   
Requirements for High School 
 

The requirements for high school were more, rigid in 1910  than at the present time. One had to pass an 
examination on the ten subjects taught in the Common Schools: spelling, reading, writing, arithmetic, 
English Composition, geography, physiology, civil government, history, and theory. These eighth 
grade examinations were held biannually at the court house and were conducted by two examiners des-
ignated by the Superintendent. 
 

Early Transportation:  According to  Orvil le J .  Stivers ,  Superintendent  of  County 
Schools,  1910 -50, the county school bus system began with a 'mule power' covered wagon. In 
1911 the consolidation of two schools near Medora School prompted John E. McFerran to donate a 
covered wagon for use as a school 'bus'. It cost about two dollars a day to operate the first vehicle. That 
amount included pay for driver and feed for the unit's two 'mule power'. "This,” observed Mr. Stivers, 
“was a bold step of progress in education in those days.” 
 

Compare this humble beginning with the fleet of 270 busses operated during school year of 1959-60. 
 

(From Interview with Orville J. Stivers, July 13, 1960, and Your Jefferson County Schools, Vol. No. 4, 
December, 1957.) 
 
Early  School  Dis trict :   During Mr.  Orvi l le  J .  St iver 's  ear ly adminis t ra t ion Jef -
ferson  County included certain districts which are now part of Louisville. Some of these areas 
are Fountain Ferry Park, West Broadway, Oakdale, Hazelwood, Jacob's Addition, (Iroquois Park Ar-
ea), Beechmont, Highland Park, Doup's Point, (Bardstown Road at Taylorsville Road), and Two Mile 
House (Douglas Boulevard). 
 

Early Administrative History:  In an interview Mr. Orville J. Stivers explained the administrative 
organization of the county prior to his father's election in 1884 as the first Superintendent of Jefferson 
County Schools. 
 

The population growth in the latter part of the nineteenth century demanded a better organization of the 
existing schools. This the magistrates met by appointing a School Commissioner. The men who 
served in this position were in turn a Mr. Kendall of Valley Station area, a Mr. Hobbs of the Anchor-
age area, and a Mr. Smith of the O'Bannon area. 
 

(From Interview with Orville J. Stivers, July 13, 1960.) 

Handbook For Resource Unit Public Education And Your Jefferson County Schools 



 

Handbook For Resource Unit Public Education And Your Jefferson County Schools 



 

Handbook For Resource Unit Public Education And Your Jefferson County Schools 



 

Handbook For Resource Unit Public Education And Your Jefferson County Schools 



 

Handbook For Resource Unit Public Education And Your Jefferson County Schools 



 

Handbook For Resource Unit Public Education And Your Jefferson County Schools 



INFORMATION FOR PROBLEM III 
 
160.180 (4399-22)  Qualifications of Board members; When Not to Vote 
 

1. No person shall he eligible to membership on a board of education: 
 

 a.  Unless he has attained the age of twenty-four years; and 
 

 b.  Unless he has been a citizen of Kentucky for at least three years preceding his election arid is a 
       voter of the district for which he is elected; and 
 

 c.  Unless he has completed at least the eighth grade inthe common schools as shown by the  
      records of the school in which the eighth grade was completed or by affidavits of the teacher 
      or teachers under whom the w o r k  w as  comp l e t ed ,  o r  un l e s s  h e  h as  t h e   
    equ iv a l en t  of an eighth grade education as determined by an examination held under 
     rules and regulations adopted by the State Board of Education; or 
 

 d.  Who holds or discharges the duties of any civil or political office, deputyship, or agency  
      under the city or county of his residence; or 
 

 e.  Who, at the time of his election, is directly or indirectly interested in the sale to the board of 
      books, stationery, or any other property, materials, supplies, equipment or services for which 
      school funds are expended; or 
   

 f . Who has been removed from membership on a board of education for cause. 
 

2. If, after the election of any member of the hoard, he becomes interested in any contract with or 
claims against the board, of the kind mentioned in paragraph e or sub-section 1 of this section, or be-
comes a candidate for nomination or election to any office or agency the holding and discharging of the 
duties of which would have rendered him ineligible before election, or if he moves his residence from 
the district for which he was chosen, or if he does anything that would render him ineligible for reelec-
tion, his office shall without further action be vacant. 
 

3. A board member shall be eligible for reelection unless he becomes disqualified. 
  

No member of a board of education shall vote regarding the appointment or employment in 
a capacity of any person related to him as father, mother, brother, sister,  husband, wife, 
son, daughter, nephew, niece, aunt, uncle, son-in-law, daughter-in-law, or first  cousin, 
and the majority vote of the remainder of the board is required in case of appointment or 
employment of such person. 
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